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The description of the calendar and the rules for the Liturgical Year are stated in 

the document General Norms of the Liturgical Calendar. For Lent there are 

special applications: 

 

The cycle of the liturgical year should stand out with its full preeminence, 

but at the same time the celebration of the saints should not be permanently 

impeded. Therefore, dates that most of the time fall during…should remain 

free of any particular celebration, unless it is a question of optional memo-

rials, feasts found in the Table of Liturgical Days under no. 8 a, b, c, d, or 

solemnities that cannot be transferred to another season.  

The solemnity of Saint Joseph (19 March), except where it is observed as a 

holyday of obligation, may be transferred by the conferences of bishops to 

another day outside Lent. 

So the Chair of St. Peter (February 22) is not celebrated in the United States this 

year, since it falls on Ash Wednesday. In other dioceses, such as Rome, it was 

moved the previous Sunday.  

 

Various saints’ days during Lent all become optional memorials, and unless there 

are special circumstances, the liturgical color should remain violet. There are two 

solemnities that almost always fall during Lent, the Solemnity of St. Joseph and 

the Annunciation of the Lord. The latter falls on a Sunday this year, so the 

Annunciation is celebrated on Monday, March 26.  

 

The readings for 2012 are Cycle B, mostly from the Gospel of Mark.  

 

This supplement includes separate pages for the Sundays of Lent and the two 

solemnities. These can be inserted in the Lent for Children display.  

 

In some parishes with an RCIA program, Cycle A readings are read on certain 

Sundays, so some of the Sundays in this supplement might not be needed. 

 

Calendar for Lent 2012: 

 
 Chair of St. Peter is not celebrated in US 

 Ash Wednesday – February 22 

 St. Polycarp, optional memorial -- February 23 

 1
st
 Sunday of Lent – February 26 

 St. Katherine Drexel, optional memorial --March 3 

 2
nd

 Sunday of Lent – March 4 

 Ss. Perpetua and Felicity, optional memorial –Mar. 7 

 St. John of God, optional memorial -- March 8 

 St. Frances of Rome, optional memorial  -- March 9 

 3
rd

 Sunday of Lent -- March 11 

 St. Patrick, optional memorial -- Mar 17 

 4
th

 Sunday of Lent – March 18 

 SOLEMNITY OF ST. JOSEPH -- March 19 

 St. Turibius de Mogrovejo, optional mem. – Mar. 23 

 5
th

 Sunday of Lent – March 25 

 SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE 

LORD -- March 26 

 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord – April 1 

 Easter Sunday – April 8 
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Temptation on the Mount, 1308-11, Duccio di Buoninsegna 

 
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, and he remained in the 

desert for forty days, tempted by Satan. He was among wild beasts, 

and the angels ministered to him. 

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the 

gospel of God:  

“This is the time of fulfillment.  

The kingdom of God is at hand.  

Repent, and believe in the Gospel.”        Mark 1:12-15 

5: First Sunday of Lent 

 

 

 

Loyalty 

 

Satan was very bold with Jesus in the desert. He is 

bold with us, too. He suggests nasty, wrong things to 

us. He tells us no one will know if we do them. When 

He was tempted, Jesus replied: “Begone, Satan.” 

 

Jesus wants us to be quick in saying: “Begone, 

Satan—leave me alone—I belong to Jesus.”  When 

we treat the tempter so, we become dearer to Jesus 

than if we had never been tempted. He sees we are 

loyal to Him. Learning when to say NO makes our 

souls strong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say often through the day: 

 

Begone!  I’ll say, when Satan bids me sin. 

And since I fight for Heaven, I shall win. 
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The Transfiguration, 1440-42, Fra Angelico 

 
Jesus took Peter, James and John and led them up a high mountain apart by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became 

dazzling white, such as no fuller on earth could bleach them. Then Elijah 

appeared to them along with Moses and they were conversing with Jesus. 

Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here! Let us 

make three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He hardly 

knew what to say, they were so terrified. Then a cloud came, casting a 

shadow over them; from the cloud came a voice, “This is my beloved Son. 

Listen to him.” Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone but 

Jesus alone with them.                                                  Mark 9:2-10

12: Second Sunday of Lent 

 

 

 

Happiness 

 

Up into a high mountain Our Lord took three of His 

Apostles. He wanted to have them all to Himself, so 

that He could show them His glory. Then He became 

Transfigured. “His face shone as the sun and His 

garments became as white as snow.” A voice was 

heart—yet, looking up, the wondering three saw no 

one, but only Jesus. When they saw Him as He really 

was, they cried in their exceeding joy: “Lord, it is 

good for us to be here.” 

 

That cry was an act of perfect happiness. It tells us 

that happiness is being with and possessing Jesus. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say often through the day: 

 

I have a secret, Lord, for Thee: 

Thou art all Happiness for me. 



 

Lent for Children, Daily Display  by Jennifer Gregory Miller, http://familyfeastandferia.wordpress.com 

The Purification of the Temple, 1600, El Greco 

 

 
Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. He 

found in the temple area those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as 

the money changers seated there. He made a whip out of cords and drove 

them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and spilled the 

coins of the money changers and overturned their tables, and to those who 

sold doves he said, “Take these out of here, and stop making my Father's 

house a marketplace.” His disciples recalled the words of Scripture, Zeal for 

your house will consume me. At this the Jews answered and said to him, 

“What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered and said to 

them, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”     

                                                                                                    John 2:13-25 

 19: Third Sunday of Lent 

 

 

 

Returning 

 

In yesterday’s Gospel, Our Lord told us the story of 

the Prodigal Son—the young man who took his 

fortune and left his home to go with bad companions. 

He fell into sin and poverty. Oh! but that blessed 

moment in the boy’s life when he made up his mind to 

go back to his father! What greeted him on arriving? 

Love—the love of a tender, forgiving father! 

 

By Confessions, we return to Our Father. His kiss of 

peace is given. Once more He gathers us into His 

arms in a loving embrace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say often through the day: 

 

O Jesus, give me true contrition; 

This today is my one petition. 
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Visit of Nicodemus and Christ, 1890, John La Farge 

 
Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, 

so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him 

may have eternal life.”  

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not 

send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might 

be saved through him. Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but 

whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he has not 

believed in the name of the only Son of God.                 John 3:14-21 

26: Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 

 

 

Face to Face 

 

Some day I shall behold Jesus as my Judge. His very 

glance will say “Passed”—or “Failed.” Oh, the eternal 

pain of failing in His school! 

 

When I go to Confession, it is as if Jesus placed my 

Life Book with its spotted pages in my hands, saying, 

“Child, erase the marks now!” O Jesus, help me to do 

this so carefully and sincerely that when in my last 

hour Holy Church in her parting prayer says “Go, I 

will hear Thy first loving word—“Come!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say often through the day: 

 

O Jesus, when my life is ending, 

May You a “Welcome Home” be sending!
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St. Joseph and the Christ Child, 1597-99, El Greco 

 
When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to 

him, “Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been 

looking for you with great anxiety.” And he said to them, “Why were you 

looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 

But they did not understand what he said to them. He went down with them 

and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them.       Luke 2:41-51

27: March 19: Solemnity of St. Joseph,  

Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

 

Thanksgiving 

 

O my God, sometimes I feel I just cannot stop 

thanking You. It makes me so happy just to keep 

repeating “I thank You. I want to live thanking You, 

and please let me die thanking You.” I love to count 

up all the things I should be grateful for; and to please 

You by composing my own Litany of Gratitude. 

 

Some of the favors are Your secrets and mine. This 

Lent I will keep thinking about them. I will look often 

at the crucifix. I will remember You were nailed to the 

Cross to save me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say often through the day: 

 

O, I’d like to be a thanksgiving song, 

Singing to Jesus the whole day long! 
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Les tres riches heures du Duc de Berry, c. 1412, Limbourg Brothers 
 

 
Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 

remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. Whoever loves 

his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal 

life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there also will my 

servant be. The Father will honor whoever serves me.”     John 12:20-33 

33: Passion Sunday (5
th

 Sunday of Lent) 

 

 

 

The Divine Mender 

 

Days there are when all things seem to go wrong. We 

make mistakes, we displease others, we get angry or 

pouty, and say and do things we are so sorry for 

afterwards. 

 

Is there any way to mend mistakes we have made—to 

mend hearts we have hurt, to undo tangles and knots 

that nobody on this earth can undo for us? Yes, Our 

Lord is the Divine Mender! He mends even while we 

sleep. He loves to be asked to “repair” for us. Such 

miracles He will work for you if you show Him what 

needs mending! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say often through the day: 

 

    Jesus, Repairer, repair for me, 

    Mend my mistakes whatever they be! 
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Annunciation, 1433-34, Fra Angelico 

 
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's 

name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with 

you.” But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 

son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the 

Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he 

will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom there will be no 

end.”… 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me 

according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.         Luke 1:26-38 

34: March 26:  

Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord 
 

 

 

Longing 

 

“I thirst” was Our Lord’s fifth word from the Holy 

Cross. We know what it is to suffer from thirst, and 

we know how the dying soldier on the battle-field 

must suffer. But we can only dimly guess how terrible 

was the thirst suffered by our dear Lord. 

 

“I third” expresses the desire of Jesus to atone for sin. 

“I thirst” also voices His longing for our personal 

love. Let us answer by giving Him our love, and b 

asking Him to increase our love for Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say often through the day: 

 

    O Jesus, loving from the first, 

    For Thee my longing soul doth thirst! 
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Entry of Christ into Jerusalem, c. 1620, Pedro Orrente 

 
…So they went off and found a colt tethered at a gate outside on the street, 

and they untied it. Some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you 

doing, untying the colt?” They answered them just as Jesus had told them to, 

and they permitted them to do it. So they brought the colt to Jesus and put 

their cloaks over it. And he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the 

road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 

Those preceding him as well as those following kept crying out:  

“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is to come! 

Hosanna in the highest!”                                           Mark 11:1-10 

40:  Palm Sunday 

 

 

 

Changing Scenes 

 

How dreadfully foolish it is to be entirely taken up 

with this fleeting world—where everything is 

changing and moving on. It is all passing away just as 

quickly as the pictures on the movie screen. Palm 

Sunday reminds us that human hearts change  too. 

Those who on Sunday hailed Our Lord as King and 

greeted Him with glad hosannas, were the very ones 

who, four days later, mocked and abused Him and 

cried: “Crucify Him!” There is only One Heart that 

never changes and always loves, and that is the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say often through the day: 

 

    Oh Sacred Heart, I place my trust in Thee! 

     I know that always You will care for me! 
 


